
 
DID YOU KNOW? 

 

New Jersey is an important producer of many different crops, 

including tomatoes, peppers, eggplants, cucumbers, and other 

vegetables, as well as blueberries, cranberries, peaches and apples.  

Almost any crop grows well in New Jersey’s rich, sandy soil. 

 

New Jersey is second in the nation in production of blueberries, behind 

only Michigan.  Atlantic County is home to one of the largest 

blueberry farms in the world.  Cultivated blueberries are a New Jersey 

innovation! 

 

Each summer thousands of migrant workers enter the area to help 

produce the crops that have earned us the name “The Garden State.”  

Many of these workers bring their children with them. 

 

Over 30% of the eligible youngsters in the state reside in Northern 

New Jersey; the current number of enrolled children is over 1,000. 

 

Nationally there are over 200,000 migrant children receiving migrant 

education services.  While collectively they represent an ethnic 

rainbow, the majority are Hispanic.  In New Jersey, approximately 

95% are Hispanic, primarily of Mexican descent.    
 

NORTHERN NEW JERSEY COUNTIES SERVED  

 
 Bergen    Essex   Hudson  

 Hunterdon   Middlesex  Monmouth 

 Morris   Passaic    Somerset 

 Sussex   Union   Warren 
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WHO IS A MIGRANT CHILD?  
 

A migrant child is a child or youth who has, or whose parent, spouse 

or guardian has moved across school district boundaries within the 

past three years in order to obtain temporary or seasonal employment 

in agriculture, fishing or a related industry. 

    

WHAT TYPE OF WORK QUALIFIES? 
 

Most of New Jersey’s migrant workers are employed in agriculture, 

which encompasses a broad range of activities, from soil preparation, 

pruning, planting, fertilization, application of pesticides, weeding, 

hoeing, culling and cultivating, to harvesting and storing crops for 

initial commercial sale.  Related industries include packing, canning or 

freezing fruits and vegetables, raising, slaughtering and processing 

poultry or livestock, and producing nursery stock, such as flowers, 

plants, shrubs and trees.  Fishing and fish processing may also qualify. 

 

 

WHY IS THERE A SPECIAL PROGRAM FOR THE 

EDUCATION OF MIGRANT CHILDREN? 
 

Migrant children are eligible for Title I and other federally-funded 

programs, as well as the offerings of the school districts in which they 

are enrolled.  However, because they must contend with many 

formidable obstacles to a successful educational experience, such as 

frequent mobility and a correspondingly high rate of absenteeism, 

extreme poverty, language differences, and greater-than-average health 

problems, they are often in need of supplemental instructional and 

support services.  The Migrant Education Program was created by the 

U.S. Congress in 1966 to meet the unique needs of these children and 

give them the extra help they need in order to achieve to the same 

standards expected of their non-migratory peers. 
 

 

MIGRANT EDUCATION IN NORTH JERSEY 
 
The Essex Regional Educational Services Commission has been 
providing regional migrant education services in North Jersey for more 
than two decades.  The district currently operates the program for the 
Northern portion of the state with federal funds received through the 
State Department of Education.  The project offers supplemental 
instructional and supportive services for eligible children throughout 
the 12 Northern counties, where more than 30% of the state’s migrant 
student population has been identified. 
 
Services are provided based on assessed need, and include resource 
and intervention assistance to school districts with enrolled migrant 
children.  After-school tutoring is provided for those children in 
greatest need, and is designed to complement classroom learning, 
reinforce core curriculum standards, and improve English language 
proficiency.  Other important services include medical, dental and 
vision care, home/school coordination, social service referrals, 
translation, data management, records transfer and parent involvement. 
 
During the summer months, programs are operated at centrally located 
sites within the regions.  Participating students receive daily classroom 
instruction, transportation, enrichment activities, nutritious meals and 
extensive health and support services.  After-school tutoring is also 
offered to selected students in collaboration with local school districts, 
parents and local community based organizations. 
 
Evening and online programs are available for older migrant students who 

may be working in the fields and are unable to attend daytime classes.  

These include farm instruction, with heavy emphasis on conversational 

English and consumer skills, and site-based evening schools offering 

intensive ESL instruction as well as GED programs.    

 

The regional projects provide a centralized means for coordinating the 

efforts of migrant staff with those of local districts, other migrant service 

providers, and health and social service agencies in order to best meet the 

educational, health and social/emotional needs of migrant youngsters. 


